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BOOK VIII,
CHAPTER  I.

End of the Emperor Henry IV.

THE hundred years which elapsed between the death of
General view Urban II. and the accession of Innocent III.
of tue period. jn w}lom fjie Papal power attained its utmost
height, were nearly coincident with the twelfth century.
Of the sixteen Popes who ruled during this period, the
Pontificates of two, Paschal II. and Alexander III.,
occupy near forty years. The reigns of Calixtus II., of
Innocent II., and of Adrian IV., are distinguished each
by its memorable event; the first by the settlement of
the dispute concerning the investitures in the compact
of Worms; the second by the coronation of Lothair
the Saxon, and the intimate alliance between the
Papacy and the Empire; the third, by the coronation
of Frederick Barbarossa and the execution of Arnold
of Brescia.

It was an age of great men and of great events, pre-
paring the world for still greater. It was the age of the
Crusades, not merely the expeditions of vast undisciplined
hordes, or the leagues of knights, nobles, and princes,
but of the regular armies of great sovereigns at the head
of the powers of their kingdoms. Two Emperors of
Germany, two Kings of France, and one of England,
at different times led their forces for the recovery of